Mofussil Manufacturing Centres.
4l. Cawnpore is a town on the Ganges with a population of nearly
200,000 persons.   It is served by the   main line
Cawnpure.               rf ^ ^^ ^^^ Sailway and branclies of the
Great Indian Peninsula and the Oudh and  Eohilkhand Railways.    It
owes its origin entirely to European enterprise, having been selected as-
the site for a factory of the East India Company in the eight eenth^cen-
fcury.   The situation of the town on the Ganges, just beyond the limits
of the kingdom of Oudh, in the centre of a fertile district and on the
edge of the main cotton-growing tract of the United Provinces, soon
made it an emporium of trade and necessitated military protection, while
the subsequent advent of the East Indian Eailway did much to develope
its growing importance.   A large arsenal was established here after the
Mutiny, to supply the army with boots and leather goods   which were
manufactured by Indian contractors.   In order to improve the quality
of the locally made leather and to avoid  the   great expense of  import-
ation from England, the Government Harness  and Saddlery Factory
was started here in 1860 on an experimental scale ; it proved a success
and was put on a permanent basis in 1867.    It was no doubt largely owing
to the existence of these works that the  Government Boot and Army
Equipment Factory was started by private enterprise in 1880 ;   it received
a considerable measure of Government financial aid at the outset.    But
the first organised private industry started in Cawnpore was the Elgin
Cotton Spinning and "Weaving Company, which was founded in 1862.
The large quantity of-cotton passing through Cawnpore, the financial
facilities afforded by an important trading centre, and the cheap labour
of the thickly populated areas round, were the chief inducements to its
promoters   One factory has followed another, and in 1915 the city.
contained five large leather factories and a number of small works and
tanneries, employing over 6,000 hands in all, six cotton mills with 4,647
looms and 340,000 spindles, employing over 11,000 hands,   four tent
factories, a very large woollen mill, three sugar factories, and engineering
works, a chemical works, two large flour mills, a brush factory, three
oil mills, and a number of cotton gins and presses.   There is also a central
electric generating station supplying both light and power,  including
that required for working the tramway system.
Cawnpore is also an important collecting and distributing " centre^
Imports amounted in 1916-17 to 599,000 tons,' consisting chiefly of
coal and coke, cotton, piece-goodsfhides and tanning materials, raw
and refined sugar, salt, food-grains, oil seeds and metals ; exports were
319,000 tons, mostly of raw cotton, piece-goods and yarn, hides, leather,
refined sugar^salt, and oil seeds. Its trade, both export and import, is
in the hands of several large European branch firms and of a number of
Indian merchants and bankers, but the most important industrial under-
are still controlled by the local European firms, who founded
them in the first instance, or took them over at a comparatively early
date in their history. One well-known local industrial firm with pre?
viously existing large interests in Calcutta subsequently started a branch
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